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The Fire
This essay is an appendix to The Middle East:  Part 3, The Fire and provides considerable
additional detail and justification regarding the premise that the cosmic spiritual war between
God and Satan is well understood in terms of a raging, uncontrollable fire.  This essay
specifically traces the global growth of The Church from her inception.

God is an all-consuming fire (Deu 4:24, 9:3, Isa 33:10-14, Heb 12:29)
Jesus is God (Mat 11:27, Luk 10:22, Joh 5:22, 10:30, 14:6, 17:11, 17:20-21)
The Church is the body of Christ (Rom 12:4, 1Co 10:16-17, 1Co 12:11-13, 27, Eph 3:6,
4:10-14, 5:23)
Therefore The Church, the body of Christ, is an all consuming fire

The LORD’s battle plan was to start a blaze1 in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost (Act 2-2:12)
and to have that blaze circle the Earth westward following the sun. (Act 16:6) Once the globe is
circled, the end will come. (Mat 24:14)

Wherever the fire goes, Satan follows trying to put out the fire:

 First came persecution from the non-believing Jews (e.g. Pharisees)
 Then came persecution in the name of Roman gods
 That was followed by internal corruption within The Church itself (Gnosticism etc.)
 The  merging of Roman rule and Christian beliefs under Constantine subsequently led to

the corruption of The Church for the sake of power and politics under the early Popes
 Then Islam followed, trying to devour Christianity with the sword
 Then atheism did the same (Communism, Nazism, fascism)
 Then secular humanism and perversion of Christian tolerance are distorting the truth
 Scientism is now denying even the existence of God
 Mother nature worship, Gaia worship, and environmentalism are on the ascendancy

trying to replace Christianity
 Hedonism, Gnosticism, and self-worship are replacing God worship.
 Cults (Mormonism, etc.) that have twisted the truth and denied Christian claims are

prospering.

Nevertheless God’s fire advances and expands relentlessly. This spiritual war is a guerilla war
fought without boundaries in all the earth.  There are fronts where the action is, regions where
the fire has already passed, areas where the fire is burning uncontested, and areas where the
fire hasn’t yet reached. God’s fire is spread through sparks:  The merchants and missionaries
carrying the Gospel.

The Church is God’s offensive weapon.  God uses The Church to ignite, sustain, and spread His
fire. This essay follows the flame of God’s fire, The Church, as she circles the earth.

1 The Church is the all-consuming fire God started.
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Definitions

The Gospel
The Gospel is Jesus’ message of Good News:  That salvation and eternal life are freely offered to
everyone because God has reconciled the world to Himself through The Cross. Anyone who
confesses with his mouth that he is a sinner deserving God’s judgment of eternal death, and
accepts in his heart that Jesus Christ is his personal Lord and Savior who died on the cross as a
substitute for his sins will receive eternal life.  All who reject God’s offer presented through The
Gospel will be condemned to eternal death on God’s day of judgment.

The Bible
The Gospel has been recorded, preserved, and been made available to all through The Bible.
The Bible as originally written by men through the inspiration of God is complete and without
errors.  Overwhelming evidence exists for the accuracy of many modern translations of The
Bible.  Although not all translations are equally accurate, we can be confident that the best
translations accurately convey the original meaning and truth of the text.  Therefore we can be
confident that The Gospel transmitted to a reader of The Bible through a reliable translation is
in fact the Gospel message personally preached by Jesus.

The Church
The Church is the body of believers who have accepted The Gospel.  These individuals are also
called followers of Christ, disciples of Christ, or simply Christians.

The Church follows the Gospel:  Wherever the Gospel is preached, some individuals believe;
many disbelieve.  The believers gather together as groups to establish individual churches.
Each individual church (always with a small “c”) is simply a gathering (congregation) of such a
group of believers who have accepted The Gospel. The total worldwide membership of all
these individual churches as a whole makes up The Church (always with a capital “T” and capital
“C”). Sometimes The Church is called “the body of Christ” or “the bride of Christ”; it may also
be called simply “Christianity.”

The Church is non-denominational.  The Church is Universal.  The Church is not geographically,
physically, or temporally constrained.

Although many denominations may claim to be the only “true” church, none are.  Every
denomination is made up of fallible, sinful humans.  Every denomination is led by fallible sinful
humans.  Every denomination has a fallible human devised organization.

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23)

Every denomination comprises saved and unsaved members. Therefore every denomination’s
doctrine is flawed, simply because humans are flawed and our understanding and
interpretation of Scripture is flawed.

For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but
then shall I know even as also I am known. (1Co 13:12)

Nevertheless God uses everything – including all flawed Christian denominations – for His glory,
to achieve His plans, and to fulfill His purposes according to His chosen timing.  God even uses
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man’s misguided Christian cults and Satan’s rebellion itself as tools to further and to achieve
God’s goals according to His perfect plan and timing. Hence every advance of the Gospel, even
those labeled heretical by some, serve some purpose in waging God’s war against Satan, as will
be made evident in the following discussion as we trace the path of God’s fire around the globe.

The Enemy
This essay uses the term “the enemy” to mean “the enemies of God” throughout.  The term
refers to any and all who oppose the will of God.

 The enemy includes Satan, the leader of the angelic rebellion against God.
 The enemy includes all the demons and fallen angels who have chosen to oppose God.
 Furthermore, the enemy includes all unsaved men whose hearts are turned against God.

History of The Church
God wages war as an all-consuming fire, and The Church is His offensive weapon. By tracing the
advance of The Church, therefore, one can see God’s strategy of war unfolding.

A fire advances in all directions from a starting point, but advancement is not necessarily the
same in all directions. The fire usually burns hottest and advances most aggressively along a
main front and will advance more slowly, stall, or even die along smaller secondary fronts.  So it
is also with the expansion and advance of The Church.

To see The Church as God views it, we must look beyond denominational differences, we must
look beyond the temporal aberrations, we must look beyond human corruption.  We must not
ignore these things, for they provide evidences of an ongoing spiritual war, but we must stand
back and view the grand sweep of history from God’s eternal perspective.  We must not be
distracted by minutiae of irrelevant detail and momentary blips in time, lest we be deceived
and destroyed.  We must never forget that

with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. (2Pe 3:8)

The following figure traces the global spread of the Gospel’s fire:
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The main fire front is highlighted in red.  Each red entry represents a major conflagration, a new
explosion that sends sparks everywhere.  Each red entry represents a surprise attack on Satan’s
forces in this world.  All other entries represent secondary fronts.

The Main Front
The main front started in Jerusalem and quickly spread throughout the Mediterranean basin
(Damascus, Antioch, Greece, Rome, Constantinople, Egypt, and North Africa).  From there the
flame slowly burned through continental Europe and began to stagnate and die.  The
Reformation added fuel and re-ignited the flame traveling westward through England to the
Americas.  From there it advanced to China, where it is burning fiercely today. The following
paragraphs follow the path described above.

Jerusalem and Mediterranean Dispersion
The fire started with Jesus Christ’s brief ministry to the Jews in Israel.  His message was simple:

"The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the
gospel." (Mar 1:15)

I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in
darkness.
If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come
to judge the world but to save the world.
The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have
spoken will judge him on the last day. (Joh 12:46-8)
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Many believed.  Many ignored the message.  Many, especially the Jewish religious leaders in
positions of power, actively resisted the message to the point of persecution.

Christian believers were scattered throughout the Mediterranean region as a result of Jewish
persecution, then the destruction of Jerusalem, and subsequently through Roman persecution.
By about 100 AD, a mere 70 years after the crucifixion of Jesus, Christian communities had been
established in Damascus, Antioch, Greece, Rome, Constantinople, Egypt, and along the North
African shore of the Mediterranean.

However, the main flame-front headed west to Rome, the heart of human civilization at the
time. God’s fire settled there; subsequently it spread steadily but not explosively from Rome
throughout the Roman Empire and even further beyond.2 By the time Constantine legalized
Christian worship in the Roman Empire in 313 AD with the Edict of Milan, churches had been
established in Spain and southern France, perhaps founded by Paul himself.3

In 380 The Edict of Thessalonica declared Christianity to be the official state religion of the
Roman Empire, and the marriage between the spiritual church and the temporal state was
complete.  The door had been opened for Christianity to be spread freely and quickly, but that
same open door allowed the corruption of temporal politics and power to enter The Church.

As the Roman Empire crumbled, the Roman Catholic Church assumed ever increasing control of
the governmental and political apparatus; the Pope effectively replaced Caesar as the head of
state with absolute power and claimed his authority to be directly from God himself. Power
corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. Satan’s counter-attack through corruption of
The Church had begun; nevertheless God’s fire continued advancing westward into Europe.

Europe and England
The island of Britain is considered part of Europe, but is separated by the English Channel.
Hence there are significant differences between the histories of the continental part of Europe
and the island of Britain and the two will be considered separately.  We have seen God’s fire
spreading westward from Rome into continental Europe and find that it quickly jumps the
English Channel from continental Europe to the island of Britain.

Continental Europe
The collapse of the Roman Empire had left most of Europe in turmoil; wars, violence, and
lawlessness reigned. The turmoil actually facilitated the spread of the Gospel as various
warring tribes and distant nations were exposed to The Gospel as a consequence of incursions
into Roman territory. For example,

 Germans adopted Christianity when Clovis I converted to Roman Catholicism in 496 AD.

2 For example, legend has it that the wise men who visited the baby Jesus brought the Good News back to Edessa,
which was not part of the Roman Empire. http://www.religion-online.org/showchapter.asp?title=1553&C=1361
3Paul speaks of plans to visit Spain in Rom 15:24 and 28, but historians are uncertain whether he actually made the
journey.  If he did, then churches could have been planted in Spain as early as 60 AD.  See also Church History, P.
31.
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 Missionaries continued to expand the kingdom northward into the Netherlands around
700 AD.

 By 1000 AD most Scandinavian countries had converted to Christianity.  About the same
time various missionaries from the west European countries took the Gospel to Eastern
Europe.

 By about 1300 AD the Gospel had reached all of Europe.

The Roman Catholic Church alone was able to maintain a stable structure during these
turbulent years. Over time this structure evolved into the basis of a new political order and
the Roman Catholic Church came to wield ultimate power behind the thrones4. At last the
Roman Catholic Church had successfully assumed the full political power of Rome’s Caesars,
garbed in a veneer of Christianity.

Once in power, Charlemagne sought to unite all the Germanic peoples into one kingdom,
and convert his subjects to Christianity. In order to carry out this mission, he spent the
majority of his reign engaged in military campaigns. Soon after becoming king, he
conquered the Lombards (in present-day northern Italy), the Avars (in modern-day
Austria and Hungary) and Bavaria, among others.

Charlemagne waged a bloody, three-decades-long series of battles against the Saxons, a
Germanic tribe of pagan worshippers, and earned a reputation for ruthlessness. In 782
at the Massacre of Verden, Charlemagne reportedly ordered the slaughter of some 4,500
Saxons. He eventually forced the Saxons to convert to Christianity, and declared that
anyone who didn’t get baptized or follow other Christian traditions be put to death.

Source: http://www.history.com/topics/charlemagne

Christianity, though corrupted, continued to spread under Charlemagne’s sword until all
continental Europe had been subdued.

The enemy’s firefighters had been unable to contain or resist God’s advancing blaze with their
strategy of corruption.  A back-fire remained the enemy’s only remaining option.

Islam, extremely aggressive and hostile to Christians and Jews, fulfilled the need.  Islam was
started by the Prophet Muhammad in 630 AD.  The sword of Islam conquered most of the
Christianized areas of the Middle East and North Africa within 100 years. Wherever Islam went,
forced conversions to Islam followed. The enemy’s back-fire appeared to be successful; God’s
fire appeared to be retreating.

Islam’s military successes continued to press The Church from the South and East. In 711, Islam
followed Christianity from North Africa into Spain and within a few years took control of the
southern half of the Iberian Peninsula. See-saw battles continued for centuries and the front
moved back and forth in Spain.  The Muslim invaders were ultimately driven back out of Spain
in the Reconquista.  The enemy’s back-fire had failed. Spain remains Christian to this day.

4 Evidenced by the fact that Pope Leo III chose to crown Charlemagne as the first Emperor of the Christian Roman
Empire on Dec. 23, 800.
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Coincidentally, Muslims were expelled from Spain with the fall of Granada in 1492 – just before
the discovery of The New World. God’s timing is always perfect:  God had assured total purity
of spiritual fuel for maximum impact of His impending surprise attack from The New World
during the critical initial years.5

Spain was not the only Muslim target in Europe.  Complete domination was the end goal. To
achieve this goal Muslims had made various other incursions into Christian territory in Europe
as well, but were ultimately repelled and expelled.  Europe had retained its fundamentally
Christian character in spite of the sword of Islam.  Ruins of minarets and mosques are all that
remain as evidences of this past battle.6

Portugal and Spain
Around 1400 AD some of the European nations, notably Portugal and Spain finally began to
look outside European borders for commercial opportunities. Advances in navigation and
shipbuilding techniques permitted mariners from these two nations to venture out on long trips
reasonably reliably and predictably past the historical confines of traditional coastal travel.
Merchants sent out explorers all over the world seeking more efficient trade routes to the
Orient by sea rather than the ancient Silk Road.

Both nations were staunchly Roman Catholic economic and military powers.  The church and
the King maintained a mutually beneficial, mutually reinforcing, symbiotic relationship in each
nation.  For example adherence to Roman Catholicism, the official state religion, was brutally
and mercilessly enforced through the political power of the King, and the Pope even defined
national boundaries and settled disputes to avoid wars between the two nations.

Between 1400 and 1600 these two nations explored, commercially exploited, and colonized
large parts of the world.  The colonies they established followed the Roman Catholic model of
symbiotic relationship between church and state, Roman Catholicism being the state religion.

Extensive Catholic missionary activity did take place with varying degrees of success in spite of
the fact that Spain and Portugal’s primary objective was the establishment of exclusive
commercial trading rights. For the first time ever, The Gospel had truly exploded globally.

Regrettably, the local populace sometimes associated these Portuguese and Spanish missionary
activities with abusive colonial governance and commercial oppression, resulting in spiritual
resistance and long-lasting resentment to The Gospel. Other missions were more successful,
but established a form of Christianity heavily corrupted by local customs and beliefs.
Nevertheless The Gospel continued its relentless westward march to spread globally.

5 Continuing Muslim control of the Iberian Peninsula would have introduced Islam into the Americas and would
have compromised and likely would have prevented God’s next explosive global attack of Christian missionaries
from America spreading The Gospel throughout the entire world.
6 God’s flame had survived and repelled the enemy’s back-fire, but the war rages on today.  Islam has adopted a
new strategy:  Conquest from within.  Muslims have flooded Europe with immigrants, not with the intent of
settling to assimilate but with the intent to maintain and establishing Islamic traditions and laws.  This is exactly
the same strategy successfully used by Muhammad to capture Medina.
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For purposes of this essay, however, it is important to recognize that God’s fire in all of the
Portuguese and Spanish colonies smoldered quietly but emanated few, if any, sparks outside
the colony itself.  They were all dead ends with respect to God’s strategic plan, just as the
Secondary Fire Fronts were all dead ends.

Some fascinating observations:

 God used the two westernmost nations of the European continent, Portugal and Spain,
to evangelize a great part of the world prior to The Reformation, and kept the fire
moving westward relentlessly.  God uses all means available at all times to spread The
Gospel according to His perfect plan.7

 Both Portugal and Spain spread the religion of Christianity, but they failed to spread
God’s contagious fire.  Both nations lost their temporal power just in time to allow
England, The Reformation, and America to drive the next phase God’s spiritual war with
God’s contagious fire.  Coincidence? Accidental? Doubtful. The LORD optimizes the
return on His investment.  (Luk 19:12-17)

In spite then enemy’s attempts to contain and destroy God’s fire through corruption and
attacks, the flame of Christianity continued to steadily burn and grow not just in Europe but
globally.  The world was now ready for God’s great offensive surprises:  The Reformation and
The New World.

Further reading:
Timeline of colonization
Catholic Church Age of Discovery

England
When Emperor Constantine adopted Christianity, it opened doors for Christianity to spread
freely throughout the Roman Empire.  Christianity spread by way of missionaries and
merchants, first to Gaul, then England. Historians generally presume that Roman soldiers
brought Christianity to the southern part of the British Isles occupied by Rome. The Gospel is
known to have been preached in Britannia (the part of the British Isles under Roman rule) as
early as 200 AD.

But the Romans left when the Roman Empire collapsed and God’s fire smoldered.  It slowly
spread for a thousand years; little by little God’s fire consumed the idolatrous pagan religions
dominating the island, awaiting God’s perfect timing.

Missionaries, Christian leaders from the continent, and merchants kept bringing fresh fuel to
keep God’s spiritual fire alive. Intermarriage with continental families maintained the political
ties which supported a tight coupling of church and state. As with the Roman Catholic Church,
temporal issues often trumped spiritual purity in the Anglican Church.

7 Approximately 50% of the world’s Christians are Roman Catholic, and about 73% of the World’s Catholics reside
outside Europe and the Middle East (the range of Christian influence prior to the evangelistic effort of Portugal and
Spain). http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church_by_country
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Consequently all of Europe and the British Isles had fallen into a state of spiritual complacency
and stagnation:  The Church’s focus was becoming political self-preservation and expansion at
the expense of Jesus’ Great Commission.  More spiritual fuel was needed to stoke God’s fire…

God waited for just the right moment to re-ignite the fire. The Gutenberg Bible was printed in
1455. The New World was discovered in 1492.  Then God acted quickly.

The Reformation began to sweep the European continent around 1550 and crossed the
Channel into England. By 1604 England had received first Tyndale’s New Testament in English,
then the complete King James Bible. God had piled on the tinder; next He re-ignited the fire.
God’s Word had just added fresh fuel to England’s spiritual fire, the Protestant movement
sweeping Europe provided the spark, and England suddenly experienced a spiritual explosion
unseen since Apostolic days. Protestantism quickly swept the nation in the 17th century.

Concurrently with these events in the spiritual realm, England was gaining military, economic,
and political power.  The Spanish Armada had been defeated in 1588 and England became a
world power with global reach. Her merchants and missionaries, fueled by the fire of
Protestantism, spread the Gospel wherever they went.8 But even more importantly, Protestant
believers from England fueled by God’s holy fire set out to create a brand new life unfettered
by history in a brand new world.

Further reading:
Brief history of Christianity in England
The Development of Christian Society in Early England

Americas
Christianity arrived to the Americas by way of missionaries and early settlers in the 1600s.
Various nationalities and denominations were represented. South and Central America were
conquered and evangelized by Roman Catholics primarily from Spain and Portugal.  North
America was settled by Protestant settlers of various kinds from many European nations, British
being dominant with French and Dutch a substantial minority.

Pilgrims and settlers left England to escape religious repression and persecution by the state
church, the Anglican Church, and to build a society based on and consistent with the Bible. The
fire of God burned hot, strong, and pure in the settlers – as pure as anything human can be.

The new settlers built a nation on Godly principles and the nation thrived.  By the War of 1812,
the United States of America had become an emerging world power capable of standing up to
the British Empire, the greatest power of its day. Spiritual revivals repeatedly swept the nation
and intensified God’s fire.

As the United States thrived, sparks flew everywhere. American missionaries and merchants
covered the globe to spread The Gospel message throughout the world. Americans invented
technological advances which enhanced the ability of people to travel and communicate more
freely and quickly.  These new technologies fueled an explosive growth of the traditional

8 http://www.prec.com/?q=theData Data on Missionary Roots of Liberal Democracy indicates that in 50 out of 143
countries surveyed worldwide, the British were the main colonizers and missionaries.
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missionary movement9 and rapidly spread of the Gospel worldwide.  Clearly God’s fire was
blazing pure and hot in America’s earlier days.

But the enemy was not far behind with the deception of human secularism, and America’s fire
became polluted, less pure, less hot.  It has not been extinguished, but it no longer burns as hot
and pure as it did in the nation’s youth. Nevertheless America still sends the most missionaries
abroad to this day.

But Christian missionaries from America and Europe face severe obstacles trying to penetrate
and present The Gospel successfully in non-Christian nations, especially countries dominated by
Islam, Buddhism, or Hinduism. Another weapon is needed, and God provided one:

Americans adapted the mass communication media they had developed and perfected, namely
radio, TV, satellite, and the Internet, to reach beyond closed borders and to deliver The Gospel
message behind the enemy’s defensive political barriers. American churches and pastors now
fund a large variety of such innovative electronic evangelistic media efforts that take The
Gospel message into the very heart of restricted countries. God’s sparks are now flying and
igniting fires everywhere, as if a strong wind had picked the up the embers of a glowing fire and
carried them all over. The stage has been set for God’s last offensive:  The Underground
Church whose first significant appearance is in China.

China
Christianity arrived in China around 635 AD via the Syrian missionary monk Olopun.  But God’s
perfect timing hadn’t yet arrived and God’s fire didn’t really catch until 1600 AD or so. Even
then persistent opposition continued to constrain its growth severely until the late 19th century.
The fire was revived repeatedly by American and British missionaries, but whenever God’s fire
would burst into flames, it was stomped out. Despite opposition from entrenched Buddhism
and Communist atheism, however, the fire of Christianity was never fully extinguished and
remained a persistent threat to the enemy.

A simple axiom of war and politics is, “If you can’t kill it, control it.  If you can’t control it,
corrupt it and disarm it.”  Once you’ve disarmed the opposition, it can no longer present a
realistic threat.

That is exactly the path the enemy chose to defend against God’s incursion into China. In 1949
the Communists seized power, but were threatened by the Church’s independence because
The Church claimed God to be an ultimate authority even superior to the Communist Party.
Furthermore, history had proven that God’s fire could neither be killed nor controlled – even
after hundreds of years of suppression efforts.  A back-fire was the only sure defense against
The Church.

Therefore the government invented The Three-Self Church in 1952 and declared it the de facto
state church. The Three Self Church is dressed in the trappings of Christianity, but it is a
deceitful corruption of God’s Truth with its own corrupted Bible, and it is ultimately subject to
the Communist government, not God.

9 Traditional missions is defined as missionaries voluntarily going from a majority Christian nation to live in another
nation for the purpose of fulfilling The Great Commission.
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In order to better control The Three Self Church and all its members, the government imposed
heavy restrictions, registration requirements, and administrative controls on all religious
activity.  Any religious entity not complying with these requirements is subject to heavy-handed
legal punishment and persecution.

The Truth cannot be hidden. Faithful Christian believers, members of The Church, recognized
the false character of the Three Self Church and refused to participate in the deception. They
began defying the government.  They formed small, unregistered house churches instead of
embracing the false religion of The Three Self Church.

These small house churches are independent and self-contained; they preach the true Biblical
Gospel as best they can. The house churches face incredible resistance:

 Bibles are scarce and persecution is relentless.
 Merely owning an unapproved Bible could cause a believer to be sent to prison or even

labor camps.
 Torture of pastors is commonplace.
 Police routinely monitor the activities of church members and leaders, and even try to

infiltrate house churches to gain evidence for legal action.
 Christians are excluded and even can be stripped of jobs, homes, and farms without

recourse.

Yet these house churches are increasing exponentially, far outstripping membership in The
Three Self Church. For example, there are an estimated 28 million Three Self Church Members,
but house churches may have as many as 140 million members and membership could be
growing at the rate of 5% or more annually.  China is on fire for Christ.  They even call their
Bible the “Fire Bible”!

China represents the fire-front in God’s war today, and the underground house church
movement is clearly God’s next surprise weapon in the war against Satan.10

“After the Communists came to power in China in 1949 most church buildings were
demolished.  The communists thought that if they took away the places where Christians
met, there would be no more Christianity.  Believers were forced to meet secretly,
sometimes in groups of just 2 or 3 people, and often at times like 3 o’clock in the
morning, where everyone else was asleep.  For years there were no pastors to shepherd
the flock, no Bibles to learn from, and no hymn books to be used in worship.  Sometimes
these tiny illegal meetings would just consist of prayer, mutual encouragement, and the
taking of the Lord’s Supper.  Every external symbol of our faith was completely stripped
away by the government, but they didn’t realize that our strength didn’t lie in those
things anyway.   Our strength lay in the one thing they could never remove –the
resurrected Jesus Christ who lives in our hearts!

10 China is set soon to become the largest Christian nation in the entire world.
http://www.christiansinchina.com/history-of-christianity-in-china
http://www.chinahighlights.com/travelguide/christianity.htm
http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/china_705/history/china.html
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We soon found that rather than being weakened by the removal of all external props, we
were actually much stronger because our faith in God was purer.  We didn’t have any
opportunity to love the “things” of God, so we just learned to love God!  We had no plans
or programs to keep running, so we just sought the face of Jesus!  We had no
opportunity to make money, so we spent all our time making disciples!”

Source: http://witnessla.org/post/538945874/the-beginning-of-the-back-to-jerusalem-
b2j-movement

Chinese house church pastors follow the Holy Spirit, for they have no one else upon whom they
can rely.  And they feel the Holy Spirit calling them to complete The Great Commission (Mat
18:18-19) by taking The Gospel back all the way to Jerusalem through hostile Buddhist, Hindu,
and Islamic territory. They have named this calling  the “Back to Jerusalem” movement. 11 They
will surely succeed because Jesus is calling them to go and He is going with them.  If God is with
them, who can stand against?

Back to Jerusalem
The last stop in God’s trip around the world was China.  The next stop is Jerusalem.  God’s war
will not stop until His fire reaches Jerusalem where it started.

How will that happen?  I’m sure God has a plan, and I’m sure I don’t know its details.  I’m also
certain that the plan contains some surprises neither man nor Satan could conceive.  How else
does the perfect warrior wage the perfect war but through perfectly surprising attacks?

One of the most intriguing developments in this regard lately has been the Back to Jerusalem
Movement started by house church leaders of China.  They are planning to assemble an army of
at least 100,000 missionaries to fulfill The Great Commission and take the Gospel back from
China to Jerusalem via the ancient Silk Road.

Perhaps God told Paul to go West instead of East because China was not yet ready to receive
the Gospel.  Perhaps all human attempts to spread the Gospel eastward have fizzled because
God wanted to keep China “in reserve” for a last overwhelming assault on Satan’s strongholds.
The Back to Jerusalem movement certainly fits well with Scripture (Rev 16:12) and with the
historical evidence of God’s spiritual war against Satan:

Back to Jerusalem does not mean that the Chinese want to rush to Jerusalem with the
gospel.  Their vision is much larger than that.  Nor is Back to Jerusalem some kind of end-
times theory.  The Chinese church has no plans to rush to Israel to usher in the return of
Christ.  Rather, it refers to a call from God for the Chinese church to preach the gospel
and establish fellowships of believers in all the countries, cities, towns, and ethnic groups
between China and Jerusalem.  This is no small task, for within those regions lie the three
largest spiritual strongholds that have yet to be conquered by the gospel:  the giants of
Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism.12

11 Links: http://www.back2jerusalem.org/ , http://backtojerusalem.com/v3/about/btjhistory/
12 Book:  Back to Jerusalem, Paul Hattawy, Pp. ix-x
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Chinese missionaries are embarking on this seemingly impossible mission simply because they
feel they’ve been called to do so and because they are especially suited for the mission.  God
uses the willing.  Anyone willing He will enable and make successful.  The Pastors of the Chinese
Underground Church are willing and feel uniquely qualified to perform this mission:

 China alone has the population large enough to support such a significant effort
 Chinese are indigenous to the area and fit in with the population unobtrusively
 They have customs and languages that are similar, making it easier to witness
 They have been trained through persecution and hardship in China to endure the rigors

of the mission, as soldiers for a campaign
 The Chinese as a people have been remarkably successful in becoming leaders in

neighboring countries’ business communities; the same skill are required for this
mission

 Chinese know the enemy and his deceptions, for they have been raised in cultures
steeped in Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism

 Most importantly, they feel the fire, hear the calling, and have experienced the power of
The Holy Spirit.  They have no fear of man because they know The LORD is with them.

And if The LORD is with you, who can stand against?

The Underground Church
The underground church is God’s next surprise weapon in the spiritual war against Satan. The
Church’s mission is to fulfill The Great Commission:

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." (Mat 28:19)

The Great Commission does not say, “Go, force the state to make everyone a church member.”
Rather it a personal command to every single Christian to

Command Do What How
1 Go Spread the Gospel message to all who have

not heard
 Print or electronically
 Face to face

2 Disciple Demonstrate what it means to be a Christian
and how to live a Christian life

 Be an example
 Evangelize

3 Baptize Build communities of believers through public
professions of faith

 Lead and guide
 Shepherd and guard

4 Teach Grow the communities of believers to a
stronger faith in Christ Jesus through teaching

 Teach
 Reprove and correct

America’s inventions of instantaneous electronic communication allowed the spark of the
Gospel to fly quickly and far, but the spark needs to ignite a flame where it lands, and every
flame must either grow or die.  Remote communication – whether electronic or printed – by
itself cannot fulfill the additional requirements of discipling, baptizing, and teaching. Such
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activities require personal, face-to-face interactions between individuals and groups of
individuals.

How is God going to reach individuals face-to-face in restricted countries where foreign
missionaries are not allowed and even domestic proselytizing is severely punished? Through
house churches and indigenous missionaries!

House churches
From the time of Constantine I to the founding of America, every church (as opposed to The
Church) was always closely aligned with the state’s political power-structure through state
sanctioning of an official state religion or specific Christian denomination.13 Therefore the
growth of Christianity previous to America was often through the force of the state requiring
conversion or else.

Defense against such a situation is simple:  Forbid Christian proselytizing. If the state forbids
even mentioning the Gospel, then how can The Great Commission be fulfilled?

God has a proven secret weapon He has prepared just for this purpose:  The Underground
Church. (See Underground Fires). The enemy has no effective defensive weapons against the
underground church:

 The Apostolic Church, comprised of underground house churches, thrived and exploded
in the face of severe persecution.

 The Chinese house churches are similarly thriving and growing exponentially in the face
of persecution.

 The underground house churches in Iran are said to be growing rapidly, in spite of
severe government persecution.

The underground house church is the antithesis of the state church. God’s desire has never
been to win souls by force of state sanctions, but has always been to win souls through free-will
repentance, and personal restoration.  The most vibrant, the most alive, the most powerful, the
most expansive churches have been those where The Holy Spirit moves freely in the body of
believers, unfettered by human constructs and constraints. Jesus Christ is personally at the
center of such house churches, undistorted by human structures and intermediaries. The more
temporal structures any church organization establishes, the more it is corrupted by politics
and the more restrictions are placed on the movement of The Holy Spirit.  A rigid hierarchy in
the church accomplishes little more than constrain and control individuals according to man’s
desire instead of conforming souls to God’s desire.  A rigidly hierarchical church becomes an
ossified church, a dead church worshipping in form only – but not in spirit.

13 The independence of church and state as separate co-equal social institutions equally answering to the same
God is a uniquely American construct based on the Biblical principles of The Reformation. In Marxism there is
separation of church and state, but the church exists at the pleasure of the state.  Islamic countries observe total
integration of church and state, where the state operates according to sharia (Islamic religious) laws.  While a few
other countries may mouth the words “separation of church and state”, the state in practice directly or indirectly
supports one religion at the expense of others.  Most existing countries simply have declared an official state
religion.
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House churches are robust.  Each church represents a small cell of independent believers.  If the
enemy destroys one house church, only a few are lost; the other house churches remain intact.
In a large highly organized and structured church, if the organization is compromised every
single Christian in every related church is compromised.

House churches are flexible and secure.  Large churches need large structures for meeting, for
communicating, and for interacting.  If the physical structures of a large church are destroyed,
the church itself is severely damaged and destroyed.  Not so with house churches.  They can
meet anywhere – in one person’s house, another person’s house, or even out in the field.  If the
enemy attacks one meeting place, the house church can easily meet elsewhere.  Because
communication is personal, it is highly secure and resistant to interception.

House churches are easy to start:  All that is required is two or more believers.  Large churches
require heavy capital outlay.

House churches focus on Jesus because without Him the church cannot exist.  Large, highly
structured churches lose sight of Jesus in the pomp and circumstance of the worship service,
the hierarchy of human assigned responsibilities and authority, and the complex social
interactions between church participants.  A large church may actually be filled with non-
believers that act “Christian”!

Indigenous Missionaries
Scripture teaches that salvation comes by grace through faith (Eph 2:8-9), and faith comes by
hearing the Gospel (Rom 10:17). But how can hearing come in restricted countries?

 Through the Gospel, delivered in print or electronically from external Christian
communities

 Through personal evangelism from within.

We have already discussed how American inventions of radio, TV, and internet have
revolutionized delivery of The Gospel message worldwide. In addition God is personally calling
up personal evangelists and indigenous itinerant missionaries to plant house churches just as
Paul did.14

Indigenous itinerant missionaries have several significant advantages over traditional foreign
missionaries:

Characteristic Benefit
They know the language and culture They communicate more effectively and

persuasively
They blend in with the local population better They are less vulnerable
They require less external support They are less expensive and less demanding

(more flexible adaptable)
They are more mobile They can disciple more people and plant more

churches

14 Books:  “The Heavenly Man”, by Paul Hattaway; “Revolution in World Missions”, K. P. Yohannen
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Net, net…
God’s spiritual war is a guerilla war.  His weapon of choice for the last phase of this war is the
Underground Church.  He will use electronic and print media to prepare the soil.  He will call up
indigenous missionaries to till the soil and to shepherd to flock.  The Holy Spirit will make the
house churches grow and prosper, just as it did in Jerusalem and Apostolic days.

As God continues to wage war as an all-consuming fire, the fire will continue to spread
irresistibly, just as it did in Jerusalem and Apostolic days – until it circles the globe, reaches
Jerusalem, and then the end shall come.

Secondary Fronts
We have traced God’s fire around the globe, starting and ending in Jerusalem.  But God wages
war on many fronts, just as a fire burns in many directions.  In this section we will examine the
strategic secondary fronts of God’s fire:

India
Christianity came to India possibly as early as 60 AD with Thomas.  By

The world's oldest existing church structure, which was believed to be built by Thomas
the Apostle in 57 AD,[25] called Thiruvithamcode Arappally or Thomaiyar Kovil as named
by the then Chera king Udayancheral,[26] is located at Thiruvithancode in Kanyakumari
District of Tamil Nadu, India. It is now declared an international St. Thomas pilgrim
center.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_India

But the fuel was not yet ready to receive The Gospel and Christianity has smoldered within
India since Thomas’s arrival.  The country remains dominated by Hinduism, animism, and many
forms of paganism highly resistant to The Gospel message.  Lately, however, Christianity has
begun to expand rapidly within the dalit (untouchable) class.  Apparently God may be ready to
fan the smoldering embers in India to initiate a new conflagration in the heart of enemy
territory.

Further reading:
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ch/2005/issue87/2.02.html
http://www.religion-online.org/showchapter.asp?title=1553&C=1366

Egypt
Mark took the Gospel to Egypt in the first century.  Apollos, mentioned in Act 18:24, was from
Alexandria and may have taken The Gospel there.  Hence Christianity likely reached Egypt as
early as 60 AD.  Once it arrived, the flame caught on quickly and burned hot.  Alexandria
became one of the great centers of early Christianity; Clement of Alexandria and Origen both
wrote and taught there.

The enemy first responded by introducing corruption and division into The Church of Alexandria
in the form of Arianism.15 But God used Arianism to His glory:  Arianism forced The Church to

15 Arianism holds that God the Father and God the Son are separate and distinct beings, and the Son was created
by the Father. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arianism
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face and come to an understanding of the triune nature of God.  Had the issue not arisen as
forcefully as it did, we could have an incomplete and perhaps incorrect understanding of the
nature of God today.

When the enemy’s tactic of corruption failed, the next response was to use the back-fire of
Islam to contain and destroy The Church of Egypt. This tactic met with some success;
Alexandria no longer is the major center of Christian activity it once was.  Nevertheless the
flame of God’s fire is still alive, although smoldering and struggling for survival due to heavy
persecution from Muslims.

Further reading:
http://www.coptic.net/EncyclopediaCoptica/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_Egypt

North Africa
Christianity reached North-Africa very early.  Simon of Cyrene, though not necessarily a believer
at the time, was compelled to carry the cross for Jesus.  (Mat 27:32, Mar 15:21, Luk 23:26).  The
Bible also records men of Cyrene preaching Christianity concurrently with Paul. (Act 11:20)
Christianity continued to spread freely throughout North Africa due to the Jewish diaspora of
AD 70 and merchants proclaiming the Gospel.  The North African church burned with many
sparks and spread rapidly until it was extinguished by Islam’s sword around 700 AD.

Constantinople (Byzantium, Istanbul)
Paul’s missionary trips took the Gospel to all of Asia Minor, including Troas which was located
on the west end of the Sea of Marmara between the Mediterranean and Black Seas.  In Paul’s
day Constantinople was called Byzantium in the province of Bithynia and Pontus.  Although Paul
was specifically prevented from going to eastward to Bithynia (Act 16:7), one of Peter’s letters
refers to Christians living in Bithynia at the time.  (1Pe 1:1).  Therefore one can safely conclude
that Christianity had reached Byzantium during the Apostolic period.

Constantine moved the capital of the Roman Empire from Rome to Byzantium and renamed the
city Constantinople in 324 AD.  Christianity was declared the official state religion in 385 AD;
pagan religions were banned.  The city grew, prospered, and remained the center of Eastern
Orthodox Christianity until the fall of the Byzantine Empire in 1453 AD.  God’s fire burned
solidly and steadily, but not explosively.  Missionaries from Byzantium were sent Eastward –
contrary to God’s plan - and did not spark major new conflagrations.

Muslims attempted to take Constantinople in 693 AD in the first of several unsuccessful attacks.
The Byzantine Empire finally fell to the Muslims in 1453, but the city continued to be called by a
variety of names, including Byzantium and Istanbul.  In 1930 the Turkish authorities officially
ceased referring to Istanbul by any other name.  Christianity continues to exist only as a tiny
persecuted minority in Turkey – mere embers of a long-gone fire.

Read more:
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2008/january/12.25.html
http://www.thelatinlibrary.com/imperialism/notes/byzantinechron.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_Istanbul
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_Turkey

Russia
Christianity entered Russia about 800 AD.  It appears to have spread along the East shore of the
Black Sea to the Tamanski Peninsula, where evidence of the earliest Christian settlements has
been found.

Thereafter it spread to what is now modern Ukraine (Kiev).  Olga and Vladimir made
Christianity the state religion between 850 and 990, and forced the population to convert.  The
Russian Orthodox Church has always remained a mixture of politics and religion. The Russian
Orthodox Church  falls into the group of Eastern Churches who have rejected the supremacy of
the Pope over the Patriarch.

The enemy unsuccessfully attempted to stomp out God’s fire under the Communists. Some
remaining embers are now catching flames again.

Read more:
http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/201.html
http://www.3saints.com/russchurchhistory.html
http://www.cai.org/bible-studies/christianity-russia
http://russia.rin.ru/guides_e/6483.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13253a.htm

Eastern Churches (Nestorians)
A conflagration burning hot emits sparks in all directions; some start new fires, others don’t.  So
it was with the Apostolic Church.  It sent sparks in all directions, but the eastward sparks
created only temporary flashes of fire - no continuing flame, and certainly no aggressively
contagious fire-front. It was contrary to God’s plan because the fuel apparently was not
suitable to start conflagrations. The following highlights illustrate the situation:

Church of Edessa:

Thomas is said to have preached in Edessa, the capital of the Kingdom of Osrohene (in
modern Armenia), on his way to India. Christianity was adopted as the official state
religion in 301 AD and ultimately evolved into The Syriac-Orthodox Church, which today
is mostly confined to the Middle East region encompassing primarily Syria, Lebanon,
Iraq, Jordan, and Israel.

Oriental Orthodox Churches:

The Syriac Orthodox Church is part of a united family Oriental Orthodox churches that
split from the western churches after the Council of Chalcedon in 451 AD. The eastern
churches made various unsuccessful attempts to send missionary sparks eastward to
Mongolia, China, and Japan.  The churches remain highly geographically focused,
confined to the immediate vicinity of the Middle East, mostly in Armenia and Ethiopia.
All churches in the Middle East are under great pressure and persecution from Islam.
God’s fire appears to be smoldering and barely surviving in a hostile Islamic culture.

Nestorian Churches:



The Middle East:  Part 3, The Fire (Appendix) Allisnotasitlooks.com

Page 20

The Assyrian Church of the East had been established in Edessa in the first century.
Nestorius was Patriarch of Constantinople in the western church at the time, and he
advanced a doctrine that Jesus’ divine and human natures were separate.  This teaching
was declared a heresy at the Council of Ephesus in 431 AD and Nestorius was
excommunicated from the western church. Shortly afterward the east and west
churches split and Nestorius’ followers fled from the resulting persecution in the west to
The Assyrian Church of the East, where they were assimilated.  During the centuries
these Eastern churches have assumed a variety of names, including the name
“Nestorian Churches”, and ultimately developed into today’s Oriental Orthodox
Churches.

The Nestorian Church is a particularly vivid example of God’s plan at work.  The fire of
God burned strong in the Nestorian Church.  They believed.  They went and preached.
They even established a focused effort to reach Central Asian peoples through a
bishopry in Uzbekistan and a linguistic school in Turkmenistan.  But all their efforts were
in vain and their fire fizzled.  There are two possible underlying causes for the
Nestorians’ failure to spread eastward:

 The Nestorian view of Jesus’ divinity is contrary to God’s Truth; in particular it
contradicts the fundamental concept of the Trinity.  God prevented the
Nestorians from spreading incorrect theology because that is against His perfect
plan to spread The Truth.16

 According to God’s plan the fire-front was to circle the globe going westward,
and the Nestorian Church was trying to take the fire eastward. God did not
prosper efforts that were against His sovereign will.

In either case, the Nestorian Church demonstrates that God’s will is done on earth, as in
heaven.

History of the Nestorian Church:
http://www.nestorian.org/history_of_the_nestorian_churc.html
http://asianhistory.about.com/od/centralasia/a/History-of-Nestorian-
Christianity.htm
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/409819/Nestorian

Nestorianism
Nestorianism, Catholic view

Mongolia:

The Nestorian Churches established a bishop’s seat in Samarkand (Uzbekistan) and
linguistic school in Merv (Turkmenistan) in 503 AD, attempting to evangelize central
Asian tribes along the Silk Road.   They met with some success with the Mongols, who
were tolerant of all religions, including Christianity. Although the Mongol leadership is

16 The military uses the term “friendly fire” when someone accidentally kills his fellow soldier in battle.
Conceivably God could have viewed Nestorian theology as spiritual “friendly fire” against other Christians battling
the enemy.  Therefore He did not allow Nestorianism to prosper.
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reputed to have been Christian, little effort was made to evangelize the populace.
Consequently God’s fire never caught the populace who generally continued to practice
shamanism. An exceptional conversion to Christianity of large numbers of Keraits, a
Mongol tribe, occurred in 1007 AD, but the enemy was actively fighting the fire. By
1400 AD all traces of Christianity had been destroyed in a violent Islamic jihad against
the Keraits by the Turco-Mongol ruler Timur. The enemy had succeeded in stomping
out God’s fire.

After the collapse of the Mongol Empire most Mongols returned to their ancestral
shamanistic religions.  The enemy wasted no time and lit a back-fire in the form of
Buddhism. Buddhism and shamanism are now the dominant religions in Mongolia.
God’s fire had been effectively extinguished.

The Mongolian Empire is said to have been the largest non-maritime empire of all
history.  It stretched all the way from China to Europe.  Though some of its leaders had
adopted Nestorian Christianity, their empire was a mere a blip in history, a virtual flash
in the pan.  The Mongols appeared out of nowhere, conquered like the whirlwind, and
vanished into obscurity.  What happened? God only knows for sure, but one can
speculate:

 The Mongol leaders never truly embraced Christianity and never actively
evangelized the people. Many leaders embraced Buddhism, Islam, and most
retained their shaman beliefs.  They tolerated, but did not dedicate themselves
to the fire of God. Brutal Islamic jihad waged by Mongol leaders finally
exterminated all  Mongolian Christianity.  (This was a clear example of the
enemy’s successful back-fire in action.) God hates lukewarm believers and
withheld His blessings. (Rev 3:16)

 Perhaps the Mongolian Empire didn’t last because it was contrary to God’s plan.
The Mongolians were from the East, and God’s plan was to take The Gospel to
the East from the West.  Therefore God withheld His blessings and allowed the
Mongolian Empire to disappear.

 The Mongolian empire appears to have been a temporal, a physical human
construct of force without an underlying deep spiritual or cultural foundation,
quite unlike Alexander’s Empire.  Alexander’s Empire also was short-lived but
had lasting cultural effects because it was steeped in a deep cultural foundation.
When the political power of the conqueror waned, the cultural foundation
remained and continued to exert great influence.  Not so with the Mongols.

The Mongol Empire provides a clear warning to modern secularists:  You can win the
physical battle, but without a strong underlying spiritual foundation, you will quickly
lose everything you’ve gained.  Everything physical grows, then it dies.  Only God’s fire
outlasts death.

Read more:
The Assyrian Church in the Mongolian Empire
Christianity Among the Mongols
Freedom of religion under the Khans
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Islam in Mongolia
Buddhism in Mongolia
Christianity in Mongolia

Korea
Christianity first entered Korea from China sometime during the 17th century, but merely
smoldered and slowly grew due to heavy restrictions and persecution.  Protestant and Catholic
missionaries arriving in the late 19th and early 20th century re-ignited the fire and accelerated
the growth of The Church in Korea. Prior to the Korean War Poingyang was home to the largest
concentration of Christian believers on the Korean Peninsula.  However, many North Korean
Christians fled to South Korea to avoid persecution following the conclusion of the Korean War.
This migration significantly increased the Christian population in the South and decimated but
did not extinguish Christianity in North Korea.17 Christians now make up about 30% of South
Korea’s total population of 50 million people; their number is in the thousands in North Korea.
In spite of its relatively small size, South Koreans are experiencing God’s fire.  They are reputed
to be the second largest source of Christian missionaries going overseas; God’s fire is burning
strong and hot in South Korea.

Read more:
Why so many Korean missionaries?
Surprising countries Most Missionaries are Sent from and go to
Korean Mission Conference Celebrates 20,000 Korean Missionaries in 169 countries

Great statistics on sending and receiving countries:
http://leadnet.org/where_is_the_global_church_headed/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_South_Korea

Momentous Events in Church History

The Great East-West Schism (1054 AD)
“Divide and conquer” is an old and effective military tactic. One is not surprised to see the

tactic materialize in the cosmic war between God and Satan. From the Garden of Eden “divide
and conquer” has been among Satan’s weapons of choice.

Due to man’s fallen nature, division, conflict, and the corruption of power politics are certain to
befall any human organization – including The Church. To fully understand what happened in
The Great Schism, let us briefly review the development of The Church.

 The government of the Apostolic church was simple:  The Church was the family of
house churches; each house church was governed by Deacons and Elders whose job
titles and qualification requirements are defined in the New Testament. (1Tim 3, 5)

17 Book:  “These Are the Generations” by Eric Foley.  The Story of How one North Korean Family Lived Out the
Great Commission for more than 50 years in the most Christian hostile nation in the world.  Available from The
Voice of the Martyrs.
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Leaders from the various house churches would meet to iron out differences, as
occurred at the Jerusalem Council (Act 15:4-29).

 As The Church grew in size, number, and geographical reach, the largest Christian
communities grew in and around Jerusalem, Antioch, Alexandria, Rome, and
Constantinople.  As Christianity proliferated in each area it became useful for one of the
local church elders to assume the role of facilitator among the local house churches.
This role eventually evolved into a non-Biblical position called Patriarch or Bishop.  The
Patriarch’s role was to facilitate, encourage, and lead cooperative activities involving
multiple house churches in each of these regions.  Human nature being what it is, the
Patriarchy assumed ever growing local power and authority within the church.

 If there was a disagreement spanning multiple Patriarchies, meetings would be held and
some mutually agreeable decisions would be reached.  This process was consistent with
the Biblical model of governance. As the political influence of each Patriarch grew,
however, it became more difficult to separate ecumenical issues from political
considerations. Doctrinal, theological, and ecumenical disagreements among the
Patriarchs became ever more politicized and interwoven with issues of ambition, power,
and authority – to the extent that ecumenical matters became weapons in personal
political wars waged within The Church. Sinful human nature and personal pride had
invaded and corrupted the Biblical process of governance for The Church.

 Eventually the Bishop of Rome, arguing that the Roman Catholic Church is The One True
Church18, claimed personal headship, authority, and power over all the other Patriarchs
through the newly devised position of the Papacy.  This attempted coup did not sit well
with the other Patriarchs.  They resisted. The Bishop of Rome persisted, but the other
Patriarchs did not submit.  The Bishop of Rome, having placed his personal reputation
and career on the line, had no choice but to excommunicate from the Roman Catholic
Church any who dared oppose his position.  Thus in 1054 AD the Eastern churches split
from the Roman Catholic Church.

All agree on what happened.  Few can agree on the root cause. Each side maintains and
stubbornly sticks to its perspective.  The truth is that the root cause of The Great Schism is
sinful human nature, pride, and the corruptive influence of power – all traceable back to the
Garden of Eden.

But God uses even the enemy to further His war plans.  The Eastern Churches quickly came
under intense enemy pressure via the back-fire of Islam and succumbed to the sword of Islam
relatively quickly.  The Great Schism established a spiritual “firewall”  between the Eastern and
Western churches.  This firewall may have helped the Roman Catholic Church survive, prosper,
and to take The Gospel westward into large parts of the world. Had The Great Schism not
occurred, most likely the focus of The Roman Catholic Church would have been Eastward, not
Westward. Only God knows for sure…

18 The Roman Catholic Church is merely one denomination within The Church, the body of Christ.  The Roman
Catholic Church many saved and many unsaved people and represents at most about 50% of The Church; most
likely a much smaller percentage.



The Middle East:  Part 3, The Fire (Appendix) Allisnotasitlooks.com

Page 24

The Great Split between East and West was not unique.  There were other splits within the
Eastern Churches, and the Reformation later rocked The Roman Catholic Church to its
foundations.  Satan may be working his plan to “divide and conquer”, but God uses Satan’s
tactics to achieve His purpose.

Read more:
Orthodox view
Catholic view
Protestant view
Secular view

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ch/1988/issue18/1820.html?start=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Christianity_of_the_Middle_Ages
http://individual.utoronto.ca/hayes/earlychurch/19britain.htm

Book:  Church History in Plain Language, by Bruce L. Shelley, Chapter 15

The Reformation
Unless fed, all fires eventually consume their fuel and die. By the 1400s The Church was in
grave danger. God’s main fire-front since Apostolic times had advanced through the Roman
Catholic Church. Externally the back-fire of Islam had successfully contained God’s fire in the
East, expanded into Spain and was threatening the heart of the Roman Catholic Church.
Internally the Roman Catholic Church, the main front in God’s war, had been severely
compromised, corrupted, and co-opted by temporal politics.

Instead of burning hot and pure as the Apostolic Church, The Church of the 1400s was
sputtering, smoking, and slowly dying. It had become a tool of personal ambition, power, and
political governance, rather than a truthful spiritual representative and emissary of God the all
consuming fire. It was more concerned with self-preservation than evangelism and expansion.
The Gospel had been forgotten and The Church, Christ’s body, was getting burned out.
Spiritual fuel was needed, and God provided it through The Reformation.

God always raises up special people for special occasions, and He raised up Martin Luther to
spark The Reformation when all the conditions were just right politically, socially, economically,
culturally, and spiritually. Europe was hungry and ready for The Truth that God would present
through Martin Luther.

Luther was trained to be a lawyer, but was haunted by insecurity about his salvation.  He
abandoned law to become a monk and find assurance.  He found none.  In 1510 Luther was
invited to Rome where he personally witnessed the corruption that plagued the Roman Catholic
Church.  He found the sale of indulgences as a fundraiser particularly odious and was greatly
disillusioned with what he had experienced. He went home and buried himself in The Bible,
searching for answers.

As he searched and studied the Bible for assurance of his salvation, he was struck by Romans
1:17:  “The just shall live by faith alone.”  This verse was in direct conflict with the sale of
indulgences and other Roman Catholic teachings, so Luther dug deeper and deeper for
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answers. He was troubled by how far the Roman Catholic Church had wandered from and
corrupted Biblical teachings.

Luther publicly announced his conclusions as a call for reform within the Roman Catholic
Church.  He posted this call as “95 Theses” nailed to the door of the Castle Church in
Wittenberg, Germany. His theses were interpreted as an open challenge against the Pope and
the established order; the Roman Catholic Church refused to reform and struck back.

Luther was excommunicated and persecuted but would not relent.  He continued to spread his
core thesis that salvation is by grace through faith alone, not works (ie. not through Roman
Catholic mandated indulgences etc.), and that The Bible alone (ie. not Roman Catholic tradition
etc.) is the sole source of all Truth.

Luther’s core thesis resonated with the people and quickly swept the European continent, then
jumped to England.

“The spirit of reform broke out with surprising intensity in the sixteenth century, giving
birth to Protestantism and shattering the papal leadership of western Christendom.  Four
major traditions marked early Protestantism:  Lutheran, Reformed, Anabaptist, and
Anglican.  After a generation, the Church of Rome itself, led by Jesuits, recovered its
moral fervor.  Bloody struggles between Catholics and Protestants followed, and Europe
was ravaged by war before it became obvious that western Christendom was
permanently divided and a few pioneers pointed toward a new way:  the denominational
concept of the church.”

Book Church History P. 235.

From the perspective of this essay, The Reformation was a key spiritual event that God used to
re-shape The Church, re-ignite His fire, and prepare the world for His Big Explosion to come
from America.  Through The Reformation God

 Reasserted The Bible as the ultimate authority, not man-made traditions, rules, and
roles

 Reaffirmed the importance of a personal one-to-one relationship between the Christian
believer and Jesus Christ, vs. a distant relationship through man-defined intermediaries

 Reaffirmed that Jesus Christ, not the Pope or any other man, is the only head of The
Church on earth

 Reaffirmed the fundamentally democratic governance of The Church according to the
Biblical model, as opposed to man-inspired layers of bureaucratic priesthood
administering the personal will of a supreme human ruler

 Eliminated the concept of a state religion and broke the tight linkage between spiritual
and political governance which had corrupted and co-opted the Roman Catholic
structure

 Re-ignited the fire in The Church through the fervent fires in the hearts of believers – to
the death if necessary

 Provided the crucible from which He would send forth His purified Gospel message
instead of the corrupted message that had come to be preached to the world
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 Laid the groundwork for establishment of the Underground Church, which follows the
Apostolic pattern, not man’s.

The effects of The Reformation were truly earthshaking.  Protestantism altered everything.  Its
fruits reached from The Church into every aspect of society from government to the economy
to philosophy to values to self-perception.  Every society, even non-Christian societies were
impacted – the global Abolitionist movement against slavery, for example, was driven by
Protestants.  But the most significant fruit of The Reformation from God’s perspective had to be
the birth of the modern Evangelical movement.

The Evangelical movement is diverse and not necessarily synonymous with traditional Christian
denominations.  For example, the overwhelming majority of Evangelicals are Protestants but
one can also find some Evangelical Roman Catholics.

Characteristics of Evangelicals include personalized religion (including being “born
again”), dependence on the Bible as the word of God, and regular preaching and/or
evangelism. This structural approach leads the WCD to claim that there are706
Evangelical denominations worldwide with a total of around 300 million adherents in
2010.
http://wwwgordonconwell.com/netcommunity/CSGCResources/ChristianityinitsGlobalC
ontext.pdf P. 16

Evangelical Christianity by definition is a form of Christianity focused on evangelizing, or actively
and aggressively spreading The Gospel everywhere and always.  In the context of this essay,
Evangelical Christianity is God’s sparkler to spread and start His fire everywhere.  A single
sparkler in a dry forest is certain to ignite a conflagration.  So it is with Evangelical Christianity:
The house churches of China along God’s fire-front are all evangelical in nature and spreading
like uncontainable wild-fire.

Evangelical Christianity is personal, powerful, and contagious.  While traditional denominations
are in a defensive posture contrary to God’s plan for The Church and hence losing membership;
Evangelicals are in an offensive posture consistent with God’s plan for The Church and seeking
and gaining membership. While traditional denominations smolder because they are
constrained by man-made traditions; Evangelical congregations burn fiercely and rely on The
Holy Spirit to move – and He does! Anecdotal evidence and statistics seem to bear out the
truth of this assessment.

1. Evangelical Christianity has grown slowly but steadily in the West, while the rest of
Western Christianity has shrunk significantly;

2. The real growth of Evangelical Christianity in recent years has been in Latin America,
Africa, and Asia. In 1960, non-Western Evangelicals were about half as numerous as
those in the West; in the year 2000 they will be four times, and in 2010, seven times as
numerous;

Source: Book review of “The Church is Bigger Than You Think” by Patrick Johnstone.
http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-religion/1606671/posts

For a more thorough essay in the impact of The Reformation read this.
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Additional references and statistics:

Martin Luther:
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/luther
http://www.biography.com/people/martin-luther-9389283#later-
years&awesm=~oE561Ppx5ekWU6

Brief history of The Reformation:
http://www.history.com/topics/reformation
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/history/1500-1600-Renaissance-
Reformation/protestant-reformation/a/an-introduction-to-the-protestant-reformation

Statistics on evangelical growth by country
Interesting counter-perspective
Good scholarly predictive study on global Christianity trends by affiliation with many
statistics:
Good in-depth report on Christianity and other religious trends in its global context:

The Crusades
God is God and man is not.  Whenever man tries to help God things go awry.

Consider the story of Sarah and Hagar.  God had promised Abraham an heir, but 10 years later
Sarah still had not conceived.  She became anxious and decided to help God out.  She asked
Abraham to father a child for her through Hagar, her servant.  So Ishmael was born to Hagar.
(Gen 16:1-4) But God is always true to His promises and Sarah bore the promised son, Isaac,
according to God’s schedule 14 years after the birth of Ishmael. (Gen 17:21, 21:2-3) Conflict
arose between Hagar and Ishmael on the one side and Sarah and Isaac on the other (Gen 21:8-
10).  Thus were sown the seeds of today’s Middle East conflict through man’s interference with
God’s perfect plan.

And so it happened again nearly 1000 years after the crucifixion of Jesus.  Ishmael’s
descendants, Arab Muslims, had invaded and conquered the land of Isaac’s descendants, Israel,
along with surrounding Christian lands. The Eastern Churches were under severe pressure from
Muslim invaders as well.

This Muslim invasion was just another battle in God’s spiritual war plan being played out in the
temporal realm. But to man it appeared as if God were losing and needed man’s help.  Thus
between 1096 and 1270 the Pope “had to” interfere and help God out:

The soaring dreams – and delusions – of the papacy in this period appear preeminently
in the Crusades and in Scholasticism.  In one the pope claimed power over the holy cause
in history; in the other he maintained authority over the souls of men even in eternity. …

The crusades reflected the new dynamism in western Christianity.  Driven by religious
fervor, love of adventure, and dreams of personal profit, crusaders from western Europe
for 200 years attempted to expel the Muslims from the Holy Land.

Source:  “Church History in Plain Language”, Bruce L. Shelley P. 186
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The Crusades were not about God and Jesus Christ.  The Crusades were about the pope, about
adventure, about power politics, about personal profit garbed in the clothing of Christian piety.
The crusades were another misguided attempt by mere mortal man to usurp God’s authority
and role.

As if God Almighty, the Creator of the Universe and everything in it - the very Creator of every
single Muslim - needed any help from the pope to remove non-Christian Muslims from
Jerusalem!

No, the Muslims didn’t conquer Jerusalem and the Middle East in spite of God – they
conquered it with God’s acquiescence.  The Muslim conquest of Jerusalem was part of God’s
plan.  After all, If God didn’t want the Muslims to conquer Jerusalem, He could have simply
prevented them from doing so by His Word, or struck them dead on the spot.  Did He not
protect Jerusalem by slaying in one single night - with no human help - 185,000 Assyrian
soldiers besieging Jerusalem?  (2Ki 19:32-36)

The Crusades were certain to end in failure because they were contrary to God’s will and plan:

 God war plan was to spread The Gospel to all the world through evangelism in love.
(Mat 28:19-20) The Crusaders waged war in the name of Christ.

 God had clearly demonstrated His plan to spread The Gospel westward, not eastward.
Yet The Crusades represented an eastward thrust, a back-tracking contrary to God’s war
plan.

 Nowhere does Jesus require Christians to forcibly convert, conquer, or subjugate
anyone.  Quite the opposite:  He requires Christians to love their enemies. (Mat 5:43-45)
Yet The Crusades attempted to forcibly conquer and subjugate – but not necessarily
convert, and certainly not in love!

 Nowhere does Jesus command Christians to ever maintain or gain possession of
Jerusalem and Israel.  Those lands belong to the Jews, and God had made it clear
throughout The Bible that He will give them that land forever – according to His perfect
and good timing. Yet control of Jerusalem was the goal of the Crusaders.

Sarah’s impatience and pride sowed seeds of long-lasting conflict. Man’s impatience and pride
sowed seeds of long-lasting animosity to the message of The Gospel. To this day, The Crusades
and atrocities committed in the name of Jesus represent key objections non-believers raise
against The Gospel. How many souls may have been unnecessarily lost because of the
Crusaders!

Muslims are responding in record numbers to The Gospel being preached by Evangelicals in
love. God is preparing His spiritual army to invade in force from China and the East in love, not
militarily from the West with swords.

The Gospel will continue to be preached throughout the world, including Jerusalem, according
to God’s perfect war plan. And according to God’s timing, one day Jews will occupy the Holy
Land in peace as promised.  Then the end will come – but that is left for another essay, for

All is not as it looks!

(1080)
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Additional References
This is a really good reference on early missionaries

Missionary statistics

Book Review for “The Future of the Global Church:  History, Trends, and Possibilities” by Patrick
Johnstone.  Also includes some excellent statistics from the book on missionaries worldwide
http://leadnet.org/where_is_the_global_church_headed/

78 million bibles distributed annually and other statistics

Baptist Press report on Pew Research study

Catholic missions

Chinese house church Wikipedia

Complete List of wars 1500-1799 Wikipedia

History of Islam Wikipedia

Umayyad (Islamic) conquest of Hispania Wikipedia

How Christianity rose to dominate Europe


